duiing dentition that the change of diet usually takes place from the milk of the mother to other and unaccustomed kinds of food, and that the maternal milk itself becomes deteriorated by the institution of new or suspended physiological processes. Independently of dentine, therefore, it would be inferred that this period of life must be unusually fatal; and it is an error to ascribe the result exclusively to that process.
Lancing the gums often affords great and immediate relief. It is useful in some measure by the bleeding which ensues, and is therefore not always without benefit, but its chief advantage is the liberation of the tooth, and the removal of the tension of the gum and membrane.
The objection which has been urged against it by some dentists is that the incision often heals before the tooth appears, and thus leaves a scar more difficult to penetrate than the original gum. So far from affording an increased resistance to the progress of the tooth, the scar partakes of that diminished vitality of all new formed parts, which causes them to yield to the absorbent process more readily than the original structure.
It is asserted that lancing the gums is sometimes useful, even when no swelling appears, by relieving the tension and irritation of the parts immediately round the tooth.
Some caution however is requisite, as too early a division of the capsules which secretes the enamel may interfere with the proper formation of that structure.
